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Photographer Charlee Brodsky col-
laborates with writers so that her
pictures and their texts are conflated
in order to share equal ground.

Typifying Brodsky’s customary col-
laborative style, India: A Light Within
is an exhibit of her photographs
matched with poetry by Zilka Joseph
and creative nonfiction—a genre of
writing that presents factual narra-
tives employing the conventions of
fiction— by writer Neema Bipin
Avashia. Divided into three thematic
groups based on the photographs,
the exhibit consists of Kolkata street
scenes, photographs of Odissi dancer
Sreyashi Dey’s hands, and two digi-
tal time-based pieces. The exhibit
explores the varied dimensions and
nuances of daily life and routines in
contemporary India. The photo-
graphic imagery, the classical Indian
music emanating from the digital
pieces, and the narratives create a
multi-sensory experience.

In 2007 Sreyashi Dey, founder of
SPARSH Foundation, invited
Brodsky to India to create photo-
graphs for SPARSH. Dey and other
non-resident Indians created the
foundation to help Indian children
receive heart operations and under-
served Indian women receive
behavioral health care. Influenced
by the experience of working with
Dey in India, Brodsky created a
body of work from her photographs.
Fueled by her interest in cross-disci-
plinary dialogue and a desire to
contextualize the photos, she invited
writers Avashia and Joseph to collab-
orate with her to create works
conveying a multi-layered experi-
ence of India. For the past year, the
creative team have been collaborat-
ing by intertwining photographic
imagery, creative nonfiction, poetry
and dance to express the depth and
complexity of Indian life.

While Brodsky upholds her tradi-
tional style of written language
enhancing the profundity of her

images, viewers familiar with
Brodsky’s work meet a new side of
her in this exhibition. India: A Light
Within is the first color project she
has done, her first time working
within the digital medium, and her
first international project. In addition
to Brodsky’s accomplishments, this is
the first time India: A Light Within is
displayed in Pittsburgh.

—Melissa Hiller, AJM Director

All photos: Charlee Brodsky, Untitled, 2007, courtesy of the artist.

India: A Light Within
Charlee Brodsky • January 4–March 21, 2010

Opening reception
Sunday, January 31
1–3 PM

Reading • 1:15 PM

Levinson Hall
With photographer Charlee
Brodsky and writers Zilka Joseph
and Neema Bipin Avashia

Odissi Dance • 2 PM

Levinson Hall 
Performance by Sreyashi Dey



About the artists

Charlee Brodsky is a fine art and
documentary photographer, and a
professor of photography at
Carnegie Mellon University. Her
most recent book is I Thought I
Could Fly: Portraits of Anguish,
Compulsion, and Despair. To learn
more about Ms. Brodsky, visit
charleebrodsky.com.

Zilka Joseph, a teacher and poet,
recently received an MFA degree
in creative writing from the
University of Michigan. Her most
recent publication is a chapbook of
her poems, Lands I Live In. She was
raised in Kolkata and came to the
United States in 1997.

Sreyashi Dey is a classical Indian
dancer and choreographer in the
tradition of Odissi. She performs in
the United States, India, and
Europe. She is the founding mem-
ber of SPARSH, a nonprofit
foundation whose mission is to help
finance heart operations for under-
served Indian children and to help
provide behavioral health care for
underserved Indian women. She
lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Neema Bipin Avashia currently
teaches in the Boston public
schools. She has an MA degree in
educational policy studies from the
University of Wisconsin and a BA
from Carnegie Mellon University in
professional writing, and anthropol-
ogy and history.

The exhibit is free and open 
to the public, Monday through
Thursday, 7:30 AM to 10 PM; 
Friday, 7:30 AM to 6 PM; 
Saturday, 1 to 7 PM and 
Sunday, 7:45 AM to 6 PM.

For more information about the
exhibit, contact Melissa Hiller,
AJM Director, at (412) 521-8011,
ext. 105, or via email at
mhiller@jccpgh.org. 

The exhibition is made possible by a grant
from The Pittsburgh Foundation. The AJM
receives support from the Anna L. Caplan
and Irene V. Caplan Philanthropic Fund of
the United Jewish Federation Foundation,
the Allegheny Regional Asset District and
the PA Partners in the Arts. Media
sponsorship is provided by WDUQ-FM.
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